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kind of fate in our acquisition of them. Mr. Layard, to whom 1845 the country is so much indebted, arrived from Baghdad an utter stranger to me, with letters from our consul there. /ET' 5 Employment was an object to him, and forming a good opinion of his abilities and activity, I favoured his wishes, and had no reason to regret my confidence. He gave his mind a good deal to the discovery of antiquities, and pointed out a spot not far from Mosil where he thought an excavation might be made with success, and where a tributary stream would facilitate the transport of any discovered objects worthy of being conveyed to England. It so happened that I remembered having read of the same place in Mr. Rich's narrative as likely to conceal important remains of antiquity. The coincidence struck me, and I made up my mind to inaugurate an excavation by means of Mr. Layard. He undertook the adventure at once, although I could only give it a private character, and engage his services on my own account. On reaching Mosil he met with a courteous reception from the Pasha, to whom I had given him letters of introduction, and much friendly counsel and liberal encouragement from M. Botta, the French consul, himself an earnest and successful explorer. Nothing could be more satisfactory than the manner in which Mr. Layard conducted the enterprize. His zeal, his judgment, his energy were alike conspicuous. He shewed much skill in managing the numerous labourers who worked under his direction, and I must add that in point of expenditure he never lost sight of the economy which prudence had obliged me to enjoin."
Such was the unambitious commencement of perhaps the most astonishing and important series of discoveries which any Englishman has conducted since the days when Belzoni explored the Tombs of the Kings at Thebes. In 1846, moved thereto by Canning's letters and Layard's reports, the Trustees of the British Museum took over the work which the ambassador had begun, and thenceforward Assyrian antiquities poured in an avalanche upon the astounded officials of Bloomsbury.
The excavations at Budrum, the ancient Halicarnassus,